
Visitors:  Welcome to Shalom! Please join us for coffee and 
conversation after worship. If you would like to be on our 
mailing list or be contacted by someone on pastoral team, 
please send your name and email to office@shalommc.org. 

 

 

Address EMU, Campus Box 8, Harrisonburg, VA 22802  
Phone 432-1659 For EMS building emergency call  
 810-2706 or 578-0262 
Email office@shalommc.org 
Website http://shalommc.org 
 

Brian Bolton, Pastor; Valerie Showalter, Pastor of Youth and 
Children’s Ministries; Elizabeth Fletchall, Admin. Assistant.  
 

Pastoral team: Brian Bolton, Marci Frederick, Hannah Kelley, 
Sharon Landis, Jaime Miller, Emily North, Valerie Showalter, James 
Ward 
 

Servants Council Chair:  Anne Martin; Members at Large, 
Elizabeth Fletchall, Valerie Showalter, and Brian Bolton; 
Hospitality Committee: Tim Godshall; Mission and Service 
Committee: Mary Jean Cross; Worship Committee: Melody Mast; 
Formation Committee: Joel Yoder; Stewardship & Administrative 
Committee: Ellen Miller; Pastoral Team: Marci Frederick 
 

Safe Congregation Committee: Kate Clark, 810-1067; Ross Erb, 
435-0350; Anne Martin, 432-1086; Brian Bolton, 830-8381, 
Valerie Showalter, 209-0242; Please contact any member of this 
committee if you have questions or concerns regarding 
inappropriate sexual conduct, violence, intimidation, or physical 
abuse by child-care workers, teachers, or others in the 
congregation. 
 

As disciples of Jesus and lovers of God we seek to be a community where 
God's love transcends all barriers that oppress and exclude people. 
These barriers include race, culture, gender, social status, sexual 

identity and economics as well as misunderstanding and prejudice. 

 
 
                                                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shalom Mennonite Congregation 

July 8, 2018   
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[S]ince the Gospels were written at a time when other 
New Testament authors clearly were attempting to adapt 
the role of women within the Christian community to 
that of a patriarchal society and religion, it is all the more 
remarkable that not one story or statement is 
transmitted in which Jesus demands the cultural 
patriarchal adaptation or submission of women.   
 
~ Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza, In Memory of Her (1985)      
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GATHERING 
Centering Bell 
Gathering Song My soul is filled with joy STJ 13 
 

Welcome 
Call to worship 

 One: Voices cry out in our world: 
Many: Give us justice! 
 

 One:  The Spirit of Christ echoes these voices, calling us to 
listen and respond. 

Many:  We seek to listen, respond, and to claim our own 
voice for justice. 

 

 One: Voices cry out in our world: 
Many:  Grant us healing! 
 

 One:  The Spirit of Christ attends to these voices, boldly 
extending a healing touch. 

Many:  We strive to be bold in our own pursuits of healing 
and wholeness. 

 

 All:  Come, Spirit of Christ. Hear the cries of our world. 
Empower us to respond with you. 

 

Hymns Christ is Alive STS 89 
 Cuando el pobre STJ 69 
 How can we be silent STJ 61 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
Scripture Luke 18:1-8 
Children's Time 
Sermon Divine Disregard  
 

RESPONDING 
Hymn God has chosen me STS 114 
Prayers of the People 

Loving God, we offer you our prayer. 
 

Passing the Peace 
Offering If you believe and I believe STJ 32 
 

SENDING 
Introductions & Announcements 
Benediction  
 

TODAY  Speaker: Valerie Showalter;  Worship Leader: Krista 
Showalter Ehst; Music Leader: Melody Mast; Children’s Time: 
Carrie Wenger; Visuals: Rachel Herr; Prayers of the People: Brian 
Bolton 
 

Worship Calendar – Upcoming Speakers and Events 
Jul. 15 Brian Bolton 
Jul. 22 Brian Bolton 
Jul. 29 Kirsten Beachy 
Aug. 5 Worship in the Park—Potluck 
 

Announcements 
There will be no newsletter emailed next Thursday, Jul. 
12. Elizabeth will be on vacation from Saturday, Jul. 7 through 
Saturday, Jul. 14. She will return to work on Tuesday, Jul. 17. 
Brian will be monitoring the Shalom email account. If you 
require immediate assistance, please contact him directly 
at brian@shalommc.org or leave a voicemail at (540) 432-1659. 
 

Valerie will be on vacation from Sunday afternoon until next 

Monday, Jul. 16.  She will return to work on Tuesday, Jul. 17. 
 

An Intercultural Community Potluck Picnic will be held 
on TODAY from 4-7 p.m. at Hillandale Park Shelter #12. 
Bring your friends and family and a favorite food to share (no 
pork, please). Please bring your own table service. Also, lawn 
chairs and/or blankets would be helpful if we need to expand 
beyond the shelter. Enjoy an afternoon of fun, fellowship, and 
making new friends. Everyone welcome! (In case of rain, the 
event will be held in the Community Mennonite Church 
Fellowship Hall)  



Thank you to all who have responded to Stewardship 

Committee’s notice that Shalom’s giving is less than our 

expenses at this time. This is an unusual position for us to be in! 

Congregations are living, breathing organisms; many things 

change, including people’s abilities to give. Changes in one part 

of the body call for changes in another. 
 

We ask that you re-evaluate your giving as we utilize last year’s 

“rainy day fund” to meet expenses. We are confident that 

Shalom’s generous and resilient spirit will see us through this 

time as we transition to new giving patterns. 
 

If you are away for summer Sundays and wish to keep abreast of 

your giving, we’d welcome receiving your contributions by mail 

at EMU, Campus Box 8, Harrisonburg, VA  22802. This will help 

with current cash flow and also help us more accurately assess 

our financial status as we move into the Fall. 
 

Many thanks,  

Anne Martin, Congregational Chair 

 

The Mission and Service committee recommends that 
Shalom find a service project it can sponsor together.  We 
recognize that members of Shalom are very active in the 
community and contribute in many different ways.  However, we 
believe that it will build our own community if we can discover 
an area that we are able to work on together over a period of 
time.  We would like to ask the congregation for its input on 
what this project might be.  We will be gathering suggestions 
throughout the summer and then bringing the most requested 
ideas back to the congregation for discernment. Please place 
your suggestions in “The Hospitality Pot” during July or speak to 
a member of the Mission and Service Committee:  Vaunda 
Brown, Cindy Hunter, Earl Martin, Laurie Miller, Meredith Roof, 
Mary Jean Cross, chair. 

There will be no childcare/nursery this Sunday (7/8). The 

children's cart will be fully stocked for worship and the changing 

table will be available in the kitchen/lounge. 
 

Due to some EMHS office changes the current quiet room 
will no longer be available. We have some other options that 
we are exploring and will announce soon. 
 
Our new church directory is here! Log-in by visiting 
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ and click the link 
below the blue sign-in button to “Create a login now.” For more 
detailed instructions, check your email for the message from 
Shalom, dated Sunday, Jun. 24. Not on our email list and/or want 
to be in the directory? Send an email to office@shalommc.org to 
be added. 
 
Budget Report 
July offering $3,807.46 YTD offering $78,869.04 
Monthly need $14,521.80 YTD need $90,035.16 
 

Jul. 1 Attendance—93; Regular offering—$3,807.46 
 

Worship setup Offering & Mic-setup 
2nd Sunday—Jaime Miller & Brendan Erb 2nd Sunday—Jay Landis 
3rd Sunday—Laurie & Ellen Miller  3rd Sunday—Cliff Lind 
 

Snack schedule & Coffee clean-up 
Today—Vaunda Brown & Meredith Roof 
Next Sunday—Arlene & David Wiens 
 

Greeters  
Today—Mary Jean Cross 
Next Sunday—Tim Godshall & Virginia Showalter 
 

Nursery schedule   
Today—No nursery  
Next Sunday—Paid childcare 


